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And each one of the people in our community, each of the adults, most of us have a similar 

story -- had gone through -- we weren’t brought up in the country.  So, we didn’t have 

extended family all around us.  Which I think is one of the things we sought when we came 

and formed a community -- was people that had been in the country especially for a long 

time.  Something’s up, you’re at your grandparents’ or, you know, your folks are working.  

You get off the bus at your aunt’s or uncle’s or grandparents’.  Maybe even go to work at 

the dairy or, you know, do something in the field.  We didn’t have that.  We were more 

urban folks.  So that, you know, Dad went to work and my mother actually went to work 

also.  She was a schoolteacher.  And so, when it came time to start imagining that I was 

entering adulthood, we got together with some folks to try to create extended family.  Try 

to create a range of people.  [diversity] 

 

Begin Audio File: 1003  Length of Track:  5:47 

TF:  To live our life with what we were comfortable with.  Now, one of the things about 

family, of course, is that when you're living right around all your relatives, if you happen to 

have one or two extremely outspoken people in the family, some of the people might be -- 

not have the right, not feel that they can express themselves in whatever manner they are 

compelled by their own heart-moving, soul-moving life.  So, we were trying to create that.  

We tried to create it in a small community.   

 

One of the things that's really different about our community versus an extended family 

community is we were all basically the same age.  And, the three families that got together 

to start our community of Zephyr, we all already had children.  One couple had four 



T-FrankoTom-03-29-2018      2 

 

 

children, one couple had one child and she was pregnant, and I came in as a single person 

with two children, two kids, so we had a bunch of kids that I think also really helped to 

cement the bond that we were seeking as a so-called extended family.  We were looking 

for something bigger.  We didn't just want to move into a house with, you know, a wife 

and a couple of kids or however many kids.  We wanted more.  We wanted something 

more ideal.  A solution that made us feel connected to human-beings, made us feel 

connected to the earth.   

 

So, we were really back-to-the-landers, and Floyd happened to be one of the places that 

was very receptive to old, to outside people moving in.  I kind of attribute that to the nature 

of the people that were here.  Essentially peaceful people, farm people appreciated when, 

when you came in and worked hard, appreciated if you had good ideas for moving things 

forward.  But essentially that's the basis of a story.  Most of us that started the community 

of Zephyr had had experience with other communities and they didn't work out for various 

reasons.  And so, we're trying to create our own version of a way to live together with 

other people. 

 

-------------------- 

 

Begin Audio File: 1004  Length of Track:  5:48 

TF:  And I knew I wanted to live here as soon as that happened.  So here it was, the year or 

so later, we were moving out here.   

 

ZW:  So, have you seen any differences in the people ever since you came here, and the 

area itself? 

 

TF:  Yes, actually we have.  One of the things that we first, and we were told this more 

than we experienced it, because, of course, we didn't know too many people when we first 

came here, but there were a lot of families, a lot of kids were born in Floyd County, have 

been for a hundred and some hundred and fifty years, however long the county has been 

here.  But a lot of the people didn't feel like they could stay if they wanted to make a 

living.  So, a lot of folks were leaving.  When we came, that was almost a reversal of the 

trend in some ways, and some people wondered what, what are these people, what are 

these new people coming here?  Why do they, why do they want to live here?  But we 

brought ideas, new business interests, develop the economy in a way that was both old-

fashioned and new to the present, present thirty-five years ago, present-time economy.  For 

instance, a couple of things, we had a co-op, the food co-op that basically evolved into the 



T-FrankoTom-03-29-2018      3 

 

 

Harvest Moon Food Store.  We had a school co-op; it essentially became Blue Mountain 

School.  So, we came with some ideas.  We came with children, so we had to adjust 

quickly, on the fly.   

 

But yes, things that have changed is that a lot of people like y'all’s, maybe older siblings 

are no longer just assuming they have to leave Floyd County to make a living.  People are 

starting to come up with, and starting to figure out ways to stay, to be able to live here and 

have their lives progress in Floyd versus having to move out because the farm is only so 

big and you can only split it so many times.  So yes, I think, the economy has shifted a bit.  

I think a lot of the people that have moved in have brought good energy and good ideas, 

and they've melded well with the people that have, that were staying, that were living here.   

 

One of the things that's changed a lot is, there is a tourist industry now.  There was not a 

tourist industry thirty years ago that I recall at all.  Even though the Blue Ridge Parkway 

was here and has been here for a long time.  So, I guess that sort of captures a bit of 

changes.  People are getting to stay where they, for years and years, families just moved 

out.  So, you get – you used to have a lot of people from Floyd County.  Now you have 

people staying in Floyd County.   

 

ZW:  Do you have any connections with other intentional communities? 

 

TF:  Yes, when we first came, we were a small intentional community, and actually before 

we were a community, we were exploring buying land with different people.  So, we were 

at some point it would be ten, twelve, fifteen people going to look at a piece of property 

trying to figure out could this group of ten, twelve, fifteen people live together?  Could we, 

could we acquire this piece of property?  I mean that was always a question.  What did we 

have the money to, to be able to get the land in the first place?  There wasn't a lot of, there 

weren't too many options to make money in Floyd.  So, I actually traveled out of the 

county myself to work, but I did it seasonally.  So, I'd leave for three or four months at a 

time and come back and have some money.  But different people explored different realms.  

[tree planting crew] 

 

Our little group coalesced, we bought our property, moved out there, but other 

communities had also formed in the meantime from the same type of a situation from 

different groups, including many we knew getting together.  And in the early days it was 

very common to get together a few times a year and have gatherings, we'd call them 

gatherings.  And Barter Fair was one.  I don't know if any of y'all, your folks may have 
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heard of the Barter Fair, you guys may not have.  But that was a place where you could 

come and trade things instead of, instead of spending money you were encouraged to, to 

exchange products, you know, something you produced, or something you didn't want any 

more.   You know, if you saw something you wanted, you'd say, “Hey, would you take this 

for that?”  You know, that was it.  But it ended up being a big gathering.  We had equinox 

gatherings regularly, which are they are quarter points on lunar or solar calendar.  The 

March equinox just past, the Spring Equinox we call it.  And actually, Easter is based on, 

I'm pretty sure, the first Sunday following the first full moon following the equinox.  So, 

these are very traditional moments in the calendar, not, we weren't just making this stuff 

up.  So, we, yes, so we got together with other people pretty regularly during that time.  I 

don't see as many of them now as I used to, as often.  And part of that is because with an 

intentional community our calendar is kind of set, we like to get together, so we don't go.  

I'm not out, I'm not out in the town all the time just to, you know, “Ah, I got to go see this 

group or that group.”  We're pretty content to be home ourselves.  So, [track ends; 

continued on next track] many connections with people who are living in intentional 

communities.  Oh yes, yes, certainly plenty when we first came there, I think there was just 

starting to be a group of -- there were just starting to be athletic events for adults.  So -- 
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MW:  Which makes me wonder about the set up.  So how close are the houses?  So, if 

you’re meeting people on the walking trails, it makes me think your houses are not that 

close. 

 

TF:  They aren’t!  Correct.  We did not, and there’s things -- that brings up a good concept.  

Were I to be involved today in an intentional community, I think I would cluster the 

houses.  And probably cluster especially the power system.  Because at one point in time, 

everyone of our houses was solar powered.  Every one of houses was run with photovoltaic 

panels and sometimes a very small battery bank.  We were minimally powered for years.  

Essentially, every single house has gotten power, and the last one was probably twelve or 

fifteen years ago.  So, essentially, every house now has power, though almost all of us still 

have photovoltaic systems.  Ours, for instance, runs all of our lights.  Lights in our house 

are still all powered off the grid.  But we do have power.  We have a freezer, refrigerator, 

washer, we even have a dryer, after twenty-five years.  My wife wanted a dryer for a long 

time, and I could always argue that we couldn’t get the dryer because we— solar power 

wouldn’t push it.  But, does that sort of answer that? 

 

MW:  So, yes.  So, you’re spread out enough. 
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TF:  Oh, I’m sorry, yes.  I forgot where I was.  So, yes, we are spread out.  Few of the 

houses are close, within sight.  We actually can see lights from houses in our house.  We’re 

the furthest out.  We built at the top of the hill.  And, the house styles are very different.  

We have a log house, we have a timber frame house [at Zephyr].  I’m the timber framer, 

did stuff like, you see outside here, the big timbers.  And so, we have timber-frame houses, 

couple of frame houses.  One house that was, started with a small room and got a little 

bigger, and got a little bigger, and literally has like, literally is like six different building 

projects in one of the houses.   

 

But we are spread out.  Literally from, you come across the property line and there’s a 

house here, few in the middle, one right next to the pond, one up here kind of close to the 

edge, a field, the neighbor’s field.  And we’re up here [pointing to map], we’re up close to 

the upper boundary.  And then we do have a cemetery.  We call it our upper field.  We 

have a small plot, one-acre plot.  We’ve pulled aside and deeded it as a cemetery that any 

member of the community is welcome to be there for the rest of time, essentially, as far as 

we’re concerned.   

 

------------------------- 

MW:  And what does that say in the inside there? [talking about the Zephyr photo album 

that Tom Franko brought and is showing] 

 

TF:  That's a poem that Jayn wrote [reads poem out loud] “As our bodies grow roots deep 

into the earth and our minds soar with a red tailed hawk.  Our hearts open to the love 

around us. Zephyr.  The wind is the voice of change.”  Zephyr means West Wind; we felt 

like it was an appropriate name for our community because we felt like we’re kind of a 

little bowl that the wind could funnel right up and quite often does. So you have to come 

up with a good name for community. 

 

--------------------------- 

ZW:  Thank you for coming, sir! 

 

TF:  Yes.  Thank you.  Thank you all.  I hope it's fun.  It’s probably going to be boring to 

watch the whole thing, but it could probably be edited to be halfway decent. 


