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Above Right:  John and Harriett Harter with eight of their nine children on February 20, 1902.  The family had gathered for the 

wedding of Adam L. Harter and Rosetta Slaughter.  Seated:  John Harter, Harriett Howell Harter, Nancy J. Harter Weddle, Laura Frances 

Harter Alderman, daughter-in-law Virginia Dillon Harter (holding photograph of her late husband Simon L. Harter); Standing:  Samuel D. Harter, 

Hiram McHenry “Mack” Harter, Adam L. Harter, Isabel G. Harter Weddle, Mary A. Harter Underwood, and Margaret H. Harter Harris.   

John Harter (1825-1909) and his wife Harriett Howell Harter were living on Black 

Ridge when the Civil War began.  In 1863 Harter was wounded while fighting at 

Chickamauga with Co. D., 54th Virginia Infantry.   He eventually lost his right leg 

but U.S. Census reports for 1870-1890 list him as a farmer.  He also supported 

his large family by weaving baskets, bottoming chairs, and building furniture.   

A letter written on July 2, 1868 from Henry Slusher (John Harter’s brother-in-law) 

to Samuel Slusher includes, “You wanted to [know] how John Harter come on.  He 
got so he can travel about rite smart.  He can travel some horse back but mostly 

in wagon.”   

Above Left:  Mikayla Keith, great-great-great-great granddaughter of Catherine Harter Weddle, sister to John Harter, in a coiled straw basket she “tried on for size” 

in 2010; Left:  Detail showing the intricate joinery of a foot on a John Harter basket; Right:  This John Harter dresser remains in the family and features drawer 

pulls with carved wooden screws. 



Making coiled baskets from straw would have been a practical choice for John Harter as straw was readily obtained and could be 

stored in barns until needed. The Harters were of German descent and this style of basketry was common in German communities 

throughout the Valley of Virginia as well as in Pennsylvania.  His lightweight but versatile baskets have been handed down through 

many generations of his extended family.  

Above:  This John Harter dough tray is part of the Old 

Church Gallery permanent collection.   

 

 

Left and above: This oval basket with its well-worn white oak 

handle and foot is believed to have been made for John 

Harter’s daughter Laura who married Jacob Alderman. Very 

similar style baskets have been passed down through other 

Harter family lines.  

  

Right:  John Harter’s craftsmanship is also evident in the 

carved handle and fine weaving in this white oak split basket.   

                                                                   

 

 

 

Information on coiling from Sue H. Stephenson’s Basketry of the Appalachian Mountains.  Harter family information and images courtesy of Betty Harter Gardner, Janet Slusher Keith, Alice Slusher. 


