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AR:  Okay we are riding down to the river.  [in Mr. Thompson’s truck]  It’s beautiful 

through here.  

DT:  Pardon? 

AR:  It’s beautiful. 

DT:  Thank you. 

AR:  How long have you lived here? 

DT:  Seventy-three years. 

AR:  Really? 

DT:  Except two years I was in service, and I was gone.  So you might say seventy-one. 

AR:  Seventy-one? 

DT:  I was born and raised on this place.  My dad built that house up there when I was 

seven years-old.  And he, I bought the place and he moved up to Floyd to town there.  

Him and Mother.  Don’t take any pictures of my fences or anything.  [laughs] They’re in 

terrible shape. 

 

---------------------------------------- 

AR:  Yes, that’s fine sir.  [pause]  It really is beautiful.   

DT:  Thank you.  When you get on top of these the hills, and that one and this one over 

here, and look down this way, it is beautiful, I’ve been told.   
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AR:  Now how long did your father live here? 

DT:  He came here about ’23, I think, and moved out about ‘56.  Twenty-three to fifty-

six, what is that?  Twenty-three years, is that all?  [1923-1956] 

 

 ------------------------------  [in the Thompson home] 

AR:  Okay, thank you for taking us out, down the road, to your land.  

DT:  You’re welcome. 

DJ:  All right, let’s see, let’s go ahead and start with the questions.  I guess it’s kind of 

obvious, but I was wondering what, if you had any other occupations besides farming? 

DT:  Well, I’ve not, no.  I’ve spent two years in Service, and I’ve been on several 

committees and boards over time.  At the present I'm on the bank board, and I’ve served 

on the telephone cooperative board for twenty-seven years.  And was on the ASCS 

committee for a good many years.  [Bank of Floyd; Citizens Telephone Co-op; 

Agricultural and Soil Conservation Service] 

DJ:  Sounds like you stayed quite busy. 

DT:  And the Farm Bureau Board for quite a few years, and a few other things that’s not 

too important, I guess. 

 

---------------------------- 

AR:  Earlier you mentioned the family business, was that just cattle farming? 

DT:  Yes, has been.  I'm supposed to be retired, but now I just get tired.  [all laugh] 

DJ:  Does this land have, like a special name, what it’s known as? 

DT:  No, not that, I guess not.   

DJ:   Could you tell me when and how your family’s place was acquired? 

DT:  Well, my father, mother moved here, I think it was, ‘23.  They acquired a hundred 

and forty-five acres for ten thousand dollars.  And, people didn’t think they could make it 

paying that much for it at that time.  And, well, when I purchased, I’ve told her that the 

property in ‘56, I didn’t say that they moved out in ‘56.  We were married in ‘54, weren’t 

we? 

LT:  Yes. 

DT:  January of ‘54, we have five children.   
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-------------------------------- 

DJ:  Do you have a favorite place that you like to go on your property that has any special 

meaning to you? 

DT:  Well, I guess I spend more time in the garden than anything else.  [laughs] 

LT:  That’s his hobby.   

DT:  Pulling weeds.  [laughs] 

LT:  [laughs] He loves to give the food, what we don’t need, he likes to give it away. 

AR:  I love fresh vegetables from the garden. 

 DT:  Talking about the river, she was born on the property that the river starts.  Out 

towards, on 221 towards Copper Hill, out there.  Do you know where that is? 

AR:  No sir. 

DT:  Towards Roanoke.   

AR:  Okay. 

LT:  And that, the big church there, it’s called the Head of the River [Church].  I think 

our spring that’s on the farm when I was just growing up—a young girl, was the start of 

the head of the river.  [phone rings]  [ LT answers] 

DJ:  Do you have a favorite memory of the river?   

DT:  Well, when I was a growing up I used to do a lot of swimming in it.  I mostly, 

especially when we were hoeing corn, getting hot, and my brothers and myself, when 

Dad was gone, we’d take a swim occasionally.    

DJ:  Take a little dip to cool off? 

DT:  Oh yes! 

AR:  And you said it used to be up to your head? 

DT:  Up to, yes, it was over my head at one time.  But, it’s filled in now.  Not all over, 

but just at one spot there.  The river gets up a lot, it used to at times.  Get out in those 

fields.  I heard that back in the 1800s the river went dry at one time.  But I don’t know 

what year, but I’ve heard that.   

DJ:  Did you do a lot of work as a younger person on the farm when you were growing 

up? 
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DT:  Quite a bit.  I worked out a little bit picking beans, got ten cents a bushel, or ten 

cents an hour.  It took quite a while to be a millionaire doing that!  [laughs] 

DJ:  What is the first word that comes to your mind when you hear the word Little River?   

DT:  Well, a good supply of water, I guess.  I like the beauty part of it, I think it’s 

beautiful. 

AR:  You have absolutely beautiful land, your land is. 

DJ:  It’s very gorgeous. 

DT:  Thank you; well, it’s rolling. 

DJ:  Yes. 

 

----------------------------    

AR:  How much time do you think you spent down there when you, were younger?   

DT:  Oh, I don’t know.  On average, an hour a day or something, maybe, in the 

summertime.  In the wintertime, we didn’t spend too much.  Ice skate a little, maybe.   

AR:  Does the river ever freeze now? 

DT:  Not, yes, sometimes, it doesn’t freeze like it once did.  Our winters haven’t been 

very cold.  When it use to freeze over and stay frozen all winter.  And a neighbor walked 

maybe three miles on the ice years ago.  But, it would freeze over, and in the Spring 

they’d have a hard rain, maybe, that ice would go to breaking up, and it’d break trees 

over. 

AR:  Really? 

DT:  But it hasn’t done that in a long time.   

 

----------------------------- 

AR:  What is the best or worst thing you’ve heard about the river? 

DT:  Well, the worst thing I guess is when it’s flooding.  And I guess the best thing is the 

water it furnishes the cattle.  I think they’re saying we’re going to have to fence our cattle 

out of the river, that’s coming, pump the water out, and fence all of the streams in the 

country.  The farmers aren’t making any money anyways.  If you have to go to that 

expense, a lot of land’s not going to be worth fencing to keep cattle on.  A lot of the land 

is being sold at the present time, cutting up and sold for building purposes.  Like I said, 
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the farmers are not making anything, so they make more money selling their land and 

staying in the house and not working. 

AR:  What is being built on the land? 

DT:  Well, most of it is houses.  A big farm sold a couple of miles of here recently, that 

they cut up in twenty-five acre tracts, and smaller tracts were along the road for people to 

build houses.  They come in here from New York and North Carolina, everywhere. 

AR:  What do natives of the region think about all the people from up north and from 

outside the region coming in? 

DT:  For one thing, land is cheaper here.  When you get around these big cities, land is 

very expensive, and two, they just want to get out of being confined, these big cities, and 

get out, get some fresh air.  And since 9-11, made a whole lot of difference too, I’d say. 

[Sept. 11, 2001, NYC, World Trade Center terrorist attack] 

DT:  Well, I don’t know that it’s changed much, only except it is not as much water in it, 

the only thing I can think of. 

AR:  I can’t really think of anything else.  Do you know of anything else? 

DT:  No, I believe you covered it pretty well. 

AR:  Well, thank you. 

LT:  Oh, I hope he’s helped you. 

AR:  I’m sure he has.   I mean, I really appreciate you guys having us. 

 

Interview Ends 

 


