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------------------  

CD:  Well, I’ll tell you, I fished the Little River all my life, from one end to the other, seined it 

and everything else, a right smart piece.  But as for having a great big story about it, why, I don’t 

have it.  I don’t know whether you want to know the name of any of the creeks or not.  I could 

tell you a few of them, but I can’t tell you all of them.  Got one up here the name of Beaver Dam, 

empties in the Little River and there’s another on down further, but I don’t know what the name 

of it is.  And then Terrys Creek, that’s where she lives over there, but whole lot of the creeks 

don’t have even a name on them, that you can see to read, you know.  You’ve asked me any the 

questions, if I know any, I’ll try to answer them. 

  

---------------------  

KS:  How is, what is your take on the drought and the springs drying up? 

CD:  Well, I don’t know.  When I bought this place, there was a big branch on down here the 

back of the house, cattle all watered.  And I told my cousin I said, “I don’t believe there’s enough 

water on that place.”  “Lord have mercy,” he said, “Plenty of water,” and there’s places in there 

washed up and there’s ponds knee-deep.  [phone rings]  Today the branches is dry, been dry for 

five or six years.  Well, that takes water out of the Little River, nothing going in it.  What is 

going in it is all going out, there’s nothing, that’s dividing water here.  All of it goes out; there’s 

nothing staying here.   
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When I was in Roanoke, when I was twenty year-old, we loaded beans to set up to, get on the 

market, to get it ticketed, to get on the market to sell the beans.  There was an old man there, said 

he’d been around the world three times, and he said, “If time lasts us, there won’t be enough 

water in Floyd County or Roanoke County to drink,” he says, “it’s a sinking.”  I just thought he 

was crazy.  Then there was plenty of water a river deep, and springs all running, you know, I 

thought that man was crazy.  But I’m beginning to think what he’s told me now, forty more years 

goes back like this, there ain’t going to be no water here.  And when I was out West, why there 

was a lot of rivers just as dry there as there wasn’t a drop of water in them.  So we don’t know 

what our future is going to be.   

 

------------------------  

KS:  Do you have anything that you would like to add in?  [Talking to IB] 

IB:  I used to go up with my father to the mill in the horses and wagon and take feed to have 

ground for the cattle.  I always enjoyed that.  We’d go to Tise’s Mill and we’d go the other way, 

we’d go to Spangler’s Mill.  Cross the river with the wagon and horses, that was fun. 

CD:  Spangler’s Mill is on Pine Creek, and Tise’s Mill is on the Little River.  Harmon built it 

though over there and bought it.  Harmon, he built that mill, and it run for years and years.  And 

the reason that they claim that we didn’t have any fish much in the Little River, at Sower’s Mill 

Dam there, that the fish couldn’t get over it to come from the New River, back up here.  And 

they made him put a fish ladder in, but I didn’t never see no fish ever cross, clear that ladder. 

KS:  What is that? 

CD:  I don’t know what it is, they called it a fish ladder, they claimed.  I guess just a sliding thing 

like that sit down in the water, and the fish could come up over it.  They called it a fish ladder.  I 

never did see one, but I figured that’s what it was. 

 

 

 

 

 


