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Tape #1, Side A  47:22   [selected excerpts from 46 page transcript] 

 

RW:  When did your family first come to Floyd? 

ReA:  When did your family come to Floyd? 

RA:  I’d say they come to Floyd County back in about 1875, I’d say.  Come from Blacksburg 

over here.  And then Jacob Barringer was his name.  He sold his, he owned -- 

ReA:  But the Aldermans, she’s asking.  But the Aldermans, Rush.    

RA:  Out over where the airport’s at, he owned that land and he sold it.  I think he got thirty cents 

a acre for it.  Back there then, you come here to Floyd County and take up a big area here.  And 

all you had to do was just map it off, you know, and take it and have it recorded in the clerk’s 

office.  That’s all.  It didn’t cost you anything.  So he had enough land here for every child he 

had.  Give them all a farm.  It didn’t cost him anything.  But he sold his land over there for thirty 

cents an acre where the airport was on.  Sounds like a -- 

ReA:  Well, that was your grandmother, now, wasn’t it? 

RA:  That was my granddaddy -- great-granddaddy Jacob Barringer. 

ReA:  Well, it was on your Grandma Alderman’s side then, it was your Grandma Alderman’s 

side.  She was a Barringer.  Is that right? 

RA:  And so from then on, they was.  First one generation, then another:  Keys, Aldermans, 

Barringers.  They all got started from that, you know.  It’s what built up this thing right here.  It 

was a family; four families lived down here.  A mile each other, and they had eleven children in 

a family.  Forty-four children in four families; they had their own ball teams and all with all them 
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here.  And so they had this old one-room school down here they called the Harris School.  That’s 

where I graduated from.  And oh, it was a, that school, a one-room school.  And they, back them 

days, funds for educations was short here in Floyd County, and I had three months’ school was 

all I had out of the year.  Others over at East High School would have six months, but three 

months was all we got.   

----------- 

AW:  Where is the Buffalo? 

RA:  Well, you can see it from back in here. 

ReA:  Well, that’s -- 

RA:  Sitting plain on top the hill up there, but it’s growed up around us.  It’s just right back here. 

---------------- 

AW:  Have you ever been to the top of the Buffalo? 

RA:  Me?  Oh yeah, you’ve got snakes all the way up there.  [AW laughs]  One time I went up 

there, and you know what?  I shot this copperhead, shot his head off.  And of course, went out to 

the farms were, I’d run across a big snake that day, take care of him, you know.  And I’ve been 

up there a whole lot.  Because the first Sunday in May was the Willis community day.  Course, 

everybody would go up there, just a day set aside, go up there, you know, and I would eat, 

picnic, have a good time and getting more away from that now, and people would gather.  Now, 

they don’t care as much about it as they used to. 

----------------- 

AW:  Do you know anything about the Kettles on the Buffalo by any chance? 

RW:  Or a place called the Stomping Grounds?  Is that what it’s called? 

ReA:  You know, for you knew about the Kettles.  You’re saying the Kettles, aren’t you? 

AW:  Mm hmm. 

RW:  Yes, the Kettles. 

ReA:  The Kettles on them. They got to where you can’t go in them, you know, Rush, 

you know how -- 

RA:  Yes, it used to be.  Yes.  It’s perfectly round, and this, it looked like it’d been polished, just 

a drilled-out, you know, but this weather, sun, freezing, it’s they’re not around there anymore. 

ReA:  Well, you can’t get to them. 
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RA:  Go in them and all like that.  But it’s a whole lot more difficult to go in them than it used to 

be.  It used to be, take off your shoes and barefooted before you head on up there, climb on up, if 

you’s a good climber, but now it’s --  Back under it, you got to go in under here and come 

around here and then up, you know.  You can’t, you just can’t hardly; you can’t do that.  And 

one time, there was a chestnut tree stood there.  You could climb it, and one of the limbs bore 

right in the Kettle.  But all that bore south, just done away with, you know what, and as I said, 

there was worse out back under.  There is no way you could climb it now unless you got just real 

special equipment, you know. 

-------------------------------- 

RW:  How do you feel about the Buffalo? 

RA:  Well, it’s just a place that I’s born and raised, you know.  I’d have to like it, and I liked the 

people around the Buffalo, all or some of them.  Had a lot of fun around the Buffalo. 

RW:  Did you spend a lot of time working on the land and with the land? 

RA:  What? 

RW:  Did you spend a lot of time working on the land and with the land around you? 

RA:  Yes, yes. 

RW:  How did, like, what did you do or what kind of work did you do? 

RA:  Well, I farmed a whole lot back in my younger years, and worked with Department of 

Highways.  All around here, I helped pick up rock on this land around, all around the Buffalo; 

load dump trucks to take it, throw to a big pile, you know.  Set a rock crusher down and crush 

them rock.  Oh, about the whole roads there, around here.  I helped to do a lot of that, but in 

1950, ‘49, ‘51.  I did a whole lot of that, and that does take it in over on the south side and north 

side too, took them in all, the whole place, circle around the Buffalo.  And since then, and roads 

have changed and built new roads, new places, boxes and so on, altogether different-- different 

machinery, put your head back, drive in a dragged van and a team of horses, this road here is 

built. With a team of horses and a dragged van moving dirt, you know, and what’s there, oh, I 

don’t know how. It’s back in 1930, ‘29, ‘30, ‘31, yes.  And it wasn’t built for tractor trailers, but 

they used it just the same, and it was all gravel.  And well, I can remember when the first 

pavements was put out in Floyd County, first hardtop asphalt pavements was put out right in the 

Town of Floyd and you had to get to it, finally got on the road all the way to Willis, 

hardtop.  And that, oh, that was really a mark in history now. So now, it’s about all the more 
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important roads is all hard-topped anymore, and people got to where they’s a-going to work, got 

cars and driving. Didn’t used to have that, you know, and saw through it.  You might take cars 

all away from people in Floyd County today and they’d starve, a lot of them would.  Couldn’t get 

to their work, and you just couldn’t make it. About depends on the cars to really get there, and so 

that’s why the roads have been built as quick as they could, and built as cheap as they could, in 

order to get them so they could get out and in. 

------------ 

RA:  Told you I just played music all my life.  I’m with a group, gospel group in gospel music, 

and my son is the leader.  And the bus sitting over there, I guessed you noticed as you come by, 

maybe, but that’s our bus we travel in, so he booked a rescue squad headed up in Dugspur.  We’s 

up there last Christmas one night. That’s the last time I was with them.  I played with them, I 

reckon, one time at the Alderman Reunion, that’s in the fall.  First time I played with them in one 

time in a year.  You know I’m bound to be getting out of practice. 

AW:  And what’s the name of your group? 

ReA:  The Good Intentions. 

RA:  Good Intentions.  I’ve got, we recorded ten, eleven long-play albums. 

 ------------- 

RW:  What instrument did you play? 

RA:  Played a guitar and a five-string banjo, played.  It got to where people would rather hear me 

play the banjo then they did the guitar.  So, I’ve got them; I play on them once in awhile here 

yet.  I get a kick out of it.  I kind of getting childish.  [RA and AW laugh] 

Been playing ever since I was eleven years old. 

----------- 

RW:  If you’d like to play it, we’d love to hear something. 

RA:  Well, ten albums, all of the albums --  [RW laughs] 

RA:  All of them? 

RW:  May -- 

RA:  Take a long,take a long time to do a few of them. 

RW:  [laughs] 

AW:  Maybe just a sample or something. 

RW:  One or two songs. 
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--------------- 

RA:  [plays music in the background from a tape from his gospel group, “Good Intentions”] 

ReA:  Go in there if you want to. 

AW:  Okay. 

RW:  Great. 

ReA:  He’s playing. 

RA:  [music gets louder: sings on tape] Back in old Smoky Mountains, back to that old home 

town of mine -- 

AW:  That’s you? 

RA:  The birds in the trees and the honeybees 

RW:  Who’s singing? 

RA:  And the honeysuckle vine -- 

RW:  Who is singing? 

RA:  -- watching the loving sun go by. 

AW: Who? 

RA:  There’s a little girl waiting, waiting there for me.  Back in old Smoky Mountains, back in 

my home of Tennessee. [music continues to play and fades off.]  How you like that ceiling there? 

RW:  I like it.  It’s interesting. 

RA:  I done that, and I used to build houses, and I done all.  I built all of this. 

--------------- 

RW:  Where did you learn most of the songs? 

RA:  Well, just picked them up in the country here, and the radio.  The rest of them I learned 

around.  And different groups.  I had a brother.  He’s dead now, but he was a real singer.  He 

was, certainly was in this country.  At one time, had that reputation, you know, and he knowed 

all of these old songs; I learned from him.  He’d come get me to play the guitar, and he’d sing 

them.  I learned there.  That’s where I learned the most of them. And then we’s got started.  And 

that boy of mine and I got started to playing and traveling.  We went to, well, it was 

Memphis.  Went all the way, come up into Canada to Florida.  So, I picked up a lot of that stuff 

along, you know.  And they’s, they used to yell out, “How’d you do that again?”  When I get 

able.  I’ve got, oh, a whole bunch of tapes here; I wish I had time to play them to you.  I get a 

thing out of playing, and if anybody can stand listening at them.  [AW and RW laugh]  I like to,  
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I wanted you to hear just a little bit of what I can do, and I really, advantages are [that] I play it a 

whole lot. 

Tape # 1, Side B  47:33 minutes 

 

RA:  [Rush takes out his banjo to play it and tunes the strings.]  This is an antique here, too. But 

it’s got a bigger head on it than most banjos we got. 

RW:  It’s beautiful. 

AW:  Do you need the flash on?  [in reference to the camera] 

RA:  [begins playing the steel string banjo for “When the Soul Never Dies,” one song] 

RW:  That’s amazing. 

RA:  I wish that I did practice; I ain’t practiced.  [resumes playing the banjo with another song]  

RA:  Well, I know you all will get tired of this in a little while, but that, I’ll show you how we 

used to do back in, oh, whenever I was young and able! 

RW:  What was the name of the song? 

RA:  Well, now, it was going to be billed, “The Lonesome Road Blues.”  [AW and RW laugh] 

-------------- 

RW:  Just out of curiosity, what did you do?  Did you work?  [asking Remon] 

ReA:  Oh, yes.  A lot, I had, after my children were raised.  See, it was in the first and second 

grades, I guess.  There was this shortage of teachers and I never, I only finished high school. 

RW:  Hmm hmm. 

ReA:  When they had just eleven grades in high school.  So, you know, I just finished high 

school.  But there was a shortage of teachers, and they was advertising for teachers, and just high 

school graduates, and so I undertook to teach school.  So I taught a one-room school one 

year.  Then they wanted me to teach a two-room school, and so I taught in another two-room 

school for five year.  And then they closed that one down, was hauling it to the high school, you 

know, to the bigger school.  [taught at Alderman School at the Buffalo] 

RW:  Hm hmm. 

ReA:  And so I taught in another two-room school one year.  That was seven years.  Then I 

taught at Indian Valley Elementary, a brand new school, an elementary, well, for ten years.  So, I 

taught school for ten year on emergency certificate as long, you know, they couldn’t get 

qualified teachers, and I taught over there, I taught first grade, but in the other, in the one-room 



T-033-AldermanRush-2001-10-22  

school that I taught, I had five different grades.  I had, I was supposed to have all the grades, you 

know.  Well, I just, I had five different ones.  And then the two-room schools, I taught the 

primaries, the first through the third grade and part of the fourth grade classes. 

--------------- 

AW:  Among your neighbors and the people that lived around you were there any people who 

were furniture makers or basket makers?  Weavers?  Blacksmiths?  Healers, anything like that? 

RA:  Every old farmer had a blacksmith shop.   

ReA:  Every—every, my daddy was a blacksmith and his was, too. 

RA:  My daddy was a professional blacksmith and he built wagons back out then, you know.  

Build and make a wheel and put the tires on them.  I helped him build a fire to heat them tires. 

Metal tires.  Put it on there and it looked like it’d be bound to burn it up, you know.  When he’d 

heat it, by then he’d stand it up, rolled it around in a tub of water and put the fire all out and cool 

it down.  And when it cooled down, you hear that melting, and you’d hear it contract and it draw 

up against the smaller when it got cold.  And draw that wheel up, and boy, you’d had a good 

wheel.  And he could make them wheels for the wagons and do all the metal work, do that, make 

all of the parts in the blacksmith shop, you know.   

AW:  Were there any other people that did things around here besides the blacksmiths?  Like 

weavers or basket makers? 

RA:  Yes, there was about all of them.  One man lived right up just above us there was a 

veterinary.  He doctored cows and horses.  [Martin Harman, self-taught veterinarian] 

 

Tape #2, Side A   22:39 minutes 

 

RA:  Catching rainbow trout, brook trout, and back in them days the limit was twenty a 

day.  And you caught twenty big rainbow trout, you could rest the next day and have plenty of 

fish to eat.  And so I usually got my limit when I went out.  Lonzie was along when he was a 

boy, he’d come in with the limit, too, every time.  He got to where he could catch more than I 

could. We did have a hell of a time fishing for several years.  They kept lowering the limit and 

lowering the limit.  Finally they got down to eight then down to six.  That’s what it is now.  

--------------- 

AW:  Did you ever know of anyone to make anything out of soapstone around here?  

RA:  Out of what? 
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AW:  Soapstone. 

ReA:  Yes, my dad had two quarries on his farm, and -- 

RA:  There’s several down on my own home there.  A soapstone quarry.  One uncle I had, Uncle 

[missing data words unclear].  Of course, you sawed, not only on my dad’s farm, had a saw.  The 

bank building there in Floyd, oh, it’s just as you get to the stoplight right over on your right 

there.  It’s all, it’s made out of soapstone brick that come out of her daddy’s quarry over 

there.  And when you’s going back through Floyd, if you think, just look at it, up there’s where 

they are today.  And they sawed it out of soapstone, sawed it with a saw. 

ReA:  And then they made tomb, grave markers out of it, too.  

 --------------- 

ReA:  Soapstone was used in fireplaces in my home, too.  To make the chimneys and, you know, 

the firebox around there.  

RA:  You could take the dust from the sawing that and get them wet, you know.  And put them 

in a pan of water, it suds up just like soap.  I reckon that’s where it got its name, soapstone.  And 

you could wash your hands in it.  It made a good soap; it’d clean them good and clean.  You 

wonder how anything that come out of the ground could be that near like soap, but that’s where 

that powder come out of, where they sawed it.  I reckon there’s as much grit there, I washed in 

the creek when I was just a teenager.  Get that creek sand and scour around my hands.  Boy, that 

would clean them, too. 

---------------- 

AW: Did you want me to take a picture? 

RW:  Sure.  [Amanda takes photo.]  

Thank you so much for letting us interview you.  Both of you.  

ReA:  You’re so welcome.  

 

 

******* End of interview********** 


