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DR:  So, you’ve always worked–horses have always been -- so, is this raising horses? 

EM:  I raise, I train, and I’d break horses for other people. 

DR:  Has that changed a lot over your life?  Are you doing more or less of certain things 

or? 

EM:  It’s a lot easier now than it used to be. 

DR:  And why is that? 

EM:  Well, I used to not have no stable.  I used to have probably fifteen horses up here 

where I worked at,  just tied them to a fence.  And I rode them in the morning; that was 

my job to start with.  And after I rode the horses, I usually shod horses.  So I broke them 

from the start.  The horse is different now, used to be pretty wild horses. A lot harder for 

me to break them then, [to break and train] but I didn’t have the stuff to work with like I 

have now, didn’t have a riding ring. Now I got round pens and riding ring and stables to 

put them in.  I would do that with fifteen horses every morning.  That’s true.  I rode them 

all fifteen.  

10:00 

DR:  Every morning. 

EM:  Start early in the morning and ride them until I got done.  

PM:  Going out into the field and catching them. 
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EM:  I had to catch them; I had no stable.  Some of them I had to [lasso] tie a rope to 

before I got near them. Had to get a rope to get them. [most horses he works with have 

never been touched, had a halter on, nor been loaded on a truck]  So it has been all my 

life. 

DR:  But it has gotten a lot easier since you built the stable? 

EM:  It’s gotten a lot easier.  Got my horses in the stable and round pens to work them in.  

Got a riding ring.  Got a lot easier. 

DR:  When did you build the stable? 

EM:  Been twenty years, I believe.  

DR:  Twenty years.  Did you build it yourself? 

EM:  Contractor. 

DR:  Okay.  How many horses can the stable hold? 

EM:  Twenty-two. 

- - - 

DR:  How many acres do you have on your tract here? 

EM:  I was raised on forty-seven acres that’s what Dad had.  Our little farm always had 

pigs, cows, and cane patches, corn, just little lots.  That’s what we lived on, what we 

made up here.  Forty-seven acres is what he had.  Now I believe I got close to seventy. 

DR:  You would say you have added onto it.  Did you inherit all your father’s land? 

EM:  No I didn’t.  I bought.  When my Dad died we had a sale.  I bought this land back.  

DR:  Okay. 

DR:  You mentioned growing up.  Like how many cows did you have growing up? 

EM:  Just enough to live on.  Maybe two, three.  Just enough to get your milk and your 

butter.  Nothing to sell. 

DR:  Chicken and eggs. 

EM:  We had chickens, eggs, had hogs for raising for meat.  Like you made ‘lasses every 

year. We lived on that too.  We had a cane patch and we done all the grinding of ‘lasses. 

[strong, dark, molasses syrup made from sorghum cane]  

DR:  Did you have your own mill or did someone bring the mill in? 

EM:  We had an old cane mill and had to hook a horse, run it around.  Guess you seen 

that.  That’s what we done.  Made enough ‘lasses to last the winter.  Killed a hog, enough 
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to put in the smokehouse for meat.  What land we had made corn and buckwheat, stuff 

like that.  The way we lived. 

DR:  You did everything.  Did you ever trade items with neighbors? 

EM:  Don’t know whether we traded or not.  We borrowed from one another.  Like we 

would borrow coffee, sugar.  Whatever you need.  Neighbors borrowed from one another 

then.  If wanted something for breakfast, sometimes my dad would go borrow some.  

That’s the way it was. 

DR:  When you butchered the hogs.  Did the neighborhood go in together and do that or 

just your own household. 

EM:  No.  Most of the times the neighbors come in.  Each neighbor helped one another 

then.   Killed up at home one day, one week.  Maybe kill somewhere else.  Most come 

and help.  If you’re making molasses, they’d have a boiling, and every day or night and 

everybody comes in.  Certain times they will bring the cane put up at Mom and Dad’s 

house and they can all go there and take it home with them in cans and stuff like that. 

DR:  Earlier you mentioned going on a sled to a mill. 

EM:  I rode horses to the mill.  Put them in sacks across your horse.  Was nine or ten year 

old when I done that though.  Had to start early to do your work. 

DR:  Which mill did you go to?  Or were there several mills? 

EM:  The one mill, and one store I could go to.  The mill is about two miles I guess.  

Seemed like a long way to ride a horse but it’s not very far.  The mill ain’t there no more 

but one part of it is.  Buren Hall had an old store still attached to it but we’d trade at it 

mostly.  Trade would take our eggs for groceries, and chickens.  Had old saddle bags I 

would take them on a horse, pull the chickens out inside [inside of the store].  So we 

traded that. 

DR:  This is Hall’s store here?  Okay.  [Hall’s Store Road] 

DR:  Was it a big store? 

EM:  It was a little country store. 

- - - 

 

Tape 1B    40:27 minutes   [excerpt page 28, pages 30-31] 
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DR:  How about music or crafts?   

EM:  My mother.  Dad played the breath harp.  My mother could play pretty much 

anything, could play guitar, banjo.  Back when she lived up there, they used to have 

gatherings in the homes, on Saturdays.  That’s what I was told anyway.  She had a 

brother named Earl and one named Walter.  They had a band, they played and sang and 

danced back there.  [Tennessee] 

DR:  How about when you were growing up in your household, did you have much 

musical activities?   

EM:  Well.  Some.  I would come in on Saturdays sometime and play music and dance. 

- - - 

DR:  So how have the roads changed in your life?   

30:00 

EM:  The roads you drive on now used to be mud roads.  Then it changed to gravel to 

hard tops.  It changed a lot.  Going to Floyd back then and even going to Christiansburg, 

that was a big place to go. 

DR:  Was it?   

EM:  For us it was. 

EM:  Unlike old cars then, you didn’t go like you go now.  It takes a little while to get 

over there and back.  You talking about a day to get over there and back.  Used to have a 

sister [Beulah] who lived in Cambria.  Would take about all day to go and visit her in an 

old car and come back.  That was a big day.  I learned to ride on a billy goat, whether you 

believe it or not. 

DR:  A billy goat? 

EM:  Hmm hmm. 

DR:  Want to talk about that?   

EM:  Yep.  I always liked horses even when I was little.  I always acted like I was a horse 

myself.  But my dad never could get enough money to buy me a pony.  So there is a guy 

down here in Floyd.  He give Dad a little goat named Frisky.  I guess I was seven year 

old, eight year old, seven year old, I guess, and I rode it like a horse.  My uncle [Tellie 

Moles] made me a bridle, penny nail.  I mean, twenty penny nail for a bit, he made that, 

and I rode that goat just like a horse.  It would jump fences with me.  I have a picture of 
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it.  That’s how I learned to ride a horse.  He would do most anything I asked him to.  He 

would kneel down, he would rear up.  I used him for a pony.  When I lay up against him, 

he would jump the fence with me.  So I used that for a long time.  The first horse I bought 

[Champ], I worked it out fifty cent an hour.  A black horse, I give $50 for it.  And I cut 

bushes out here fifty cent an hour to work the horse out.  The first horse I owned only 

give $7 for it to Kyle Sutphin.  It’s an old big work horse.  I was just a kid then, but I had 

worked and got $7; and I give that to Kyle Sutphin for that ole big horse. 

DR:  You mentioned cutting brush for fifty cents.  Where was that?   

EM:  Yes.  Right down below here where I live. 

DR:  Was that just a neighbor who needed some?   

EM:  Was my sister’s husband.  [Brud Harris] 

DR:  Okay, now you are sitting on a horse.  [looking at pictures] 

EM:  You see the billy goat. 

DR:  Yeah. [laughter from everyone] Little white horse. 

EM:  It’s a horse to me. 

DR:  Were there many goats or sheep in this area?   

EM:  I was the only one that had one. 

DR:  Oh really? 

EM:  I got used to it just like a horse.  I really did. 

 

 


